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SUBJECT DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING: TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO 

FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM TRANSCRIPT OF DEPARTMENT S 
JUNE 15 DAILY NEWS BRIEFING: 

Q: DOES THE U.S. GOVERNMENT NOW FEEL THAT THE LIFTING OF 
THE ARMS EMBARGO AGAINST TURKEY HAS NO RELATIONSHIP TO 
PROGRESS ON CYPRUS? 

A: LET ME TALK GENERALLY, HERE, ABOUT THE TURKISH EMBARGO 
SITUATION. LET ME SAY THAT WE HAVE FULLY LIVED UP TO THE 
TERMS OF THE LAW IN REGARD TO THE EMBARGO. 
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SINCE COMING INTO OFFICE, THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS WORKED 
DILIGENTLY TO PROMOTE A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT. THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE EMBARGO WAS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN OUR APPROACH. 

AS THE PRESIDENT SAID YESTERDAY AT HIS NEWS CONFERENCE, 

THE EMBARGO HAS NOT WORKED TO PROMOTE A SUCCESSFUL SETTLE- 
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MENT. NOW I COULD QUOTE YOU WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID YES- 
TERDAY, BUT I TAKE IT YOU CAN FIND THAT YOURSELF. 

Q: NO, THAT'S NOT NECESSARY. 

SO THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION IS: NO, THERE IS NOT 

NOW A LINK BETWEEN A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT BECAUSE YOU HAVE 

DETERMINED THAT THE EMBARGO ITSELF HASN'T WORKED TO 

PROMOTE THE SETTLEMENT - SO YOU WANT TO LIFT THE EMBARGO 

AND HOPE AFTERWARD THAT YOU CAN WORK ON THE CYPRUS 

PROBLEM. 

A: WE HAVE BEEN WORKING ALL ALONG ON THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. 
THE EMBARGO STILL IS IN EFFECT, AND WE ARE NOW WORKING ON 
A SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
WORK FOR A SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM IF, HOPEFULLY, 
THE CONGRESS GOES AHEAD AND LIFTS THE EMBARGO. 

BUT IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE IS NO LINKAGE. 

BUT WE CONTINUE TO PRESS AND TO URGE THE PARTIES. ALL 
THE PARTIES, TO SHOW THE FLEXIBILITY NECESSARY TO COME 
FORWARD AND SUCCESSFULLY RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM. 

Q: THIS DOES REPRESENT A CHANGE THEN, DOES IT NOT? 
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A: NO. IT’S MY UNDERSTANDING THAT I AM NOT ANNOUNCING 
ANY NEW CHANGE. 

Q: WELL, A NUMBER OF THE SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN QUOTED 
IN A NEWS STORY TODAY, QUOTE THE PRESIDENT AS SAYING THAT 
THERE IS A DIRECT TIE-IN BETWEEN THE CYPRUS SITUATION 
AND THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO. 

A: WE HAVE URGED ALL ALONG THAT THE TURKS AS WELL AS 
THE OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED HERE WILL SHOW THE FLEXIBILITY 
NECESSARY TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM. WE CONTINUE TO TALK 
WITH THE TURKS, AS WELL AS WITH THE GREEKS AND THE 
VARIOUS PARTIES ON CYPRUS ABOUT COMING TO A RESOLUTION 
OF THE PROBLEM. 

Q: COULD YOU REFER TO THE SPECIFIC QUESTION? 

IS THERE, OR IS THERE NOT LINKAGE; AND HAS THE 
PRESIDENT IN THE PAST SAID THAT THERE IS A LINKAGE, OR 
HAS HE NOT SAID THAT? 

A: YOU KNOW THE PRESIDENT SAID A GREAT MANY THINGS, AND 
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THAT IS A RATHER GENERAL QUESTION. 

IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT I AM NOT ANNOUNCING A NEW 
POLICY HERE TODAY. I STAND BY WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID 
YESTERDAY AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS NEWS CONFERENCE. WE 
CONTINUE TO BE INTERESTED IN SEEING MOVEMENT BY ALL THE 
PARTIES ON THE CYPRUS QUESTION. WE ARE IN FAVOR OF 
LIFTING THE EMBARGO ON ARMS SALES TO TURKEY. 

Q: YES, AND ONE MORE QUESTION, PLEASE: 

THE PRESIDENT SUGGESTED YESTERDAY. AND THE DEPARTMENT 
HAS SUGGESTED IN THE PAST, THAT SOMEHOW THE LIFTING OF 
THE EMBARGO WILL IMPROVE THEIR RELATIONS BETWEEN GREECE 
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AND THE UNITED STATES AND BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY. 

NOW DO YOU HAVE ANY SUCH ASSURANCES, OR HAS THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT EVER TOLD YOU THAT SUCH AN IMPROVEMENT 
WILL OCCUR UPON THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO? BECAUSE ALL 
THE STATEMENTS THAT I HAVE SEEN OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
POINT TO THE OTHER DIRECTION - THAT IT WILL CREATE 
PROBLEMS. THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO WILL CREATE 
PROBLEMS BOTH IN YOUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND IN THE 
RELATIONS OETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY. 

WHY DOES THE PRESIDENT SUGGEST THESE THINGS? 

A: I THINK THE PRESIDENT SUGGESTS THESE THINGS BECAUSE 
HE BELIEVES, AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES, THAT A 
SUCCESSFUL RESOLUTION OF THE CYPRUS DISPUTE AND THE 
VARIOUS OUTSTANDING MATTERS WHICH REMAIN BETWEEN GREECE 
AND TURKEY - AND BILATERALLY BETWEEN GREECE AND OUR- 
SELVES AND TURKEY AND OURSELVES, AND THE CONTINUING 
NETTLESOME PROBLEM OF CYPRUS - THAT IF THESE THINGS CAN 
BE RESOLVED THEN THERE WILL BE BETTER RELATIONS ALL 
AROUND. 

Q: BUT EXCUSE ME. YOU SEEM TO BE SPEAKING FOR THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

A: NO. I AM NOT. 

Q: ISN'T IT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT S DECISION TO SAY 
WHETHER OR NOT THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO WILL IMPROVE 
THEIR RELATIONS, RATHER THAN THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES? 
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A: IT IS THE PREROGATIVE OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT TO SPEAK 
FOR ITSELF. I AM IN NO WAY SPEAKING FOR THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT, NOR DID PRESIDENT CARTER SPEAK FOR THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT. NEWSOM 
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